BROADWAY!
BOREDOM BUSTER FOR 1:1 OR IN-ROOM ENTERTAINMENT
ACTIVITY DIRECTORS’ QUICK GUIDE
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How to Use this Activity Packet
Step 1: Print pages 4 – 22 to leave with residents.
Step 2: Log into your Eversound Member account for access to on
demand recordings. Recordings include a variety of topics including
presentations from zoos, animal keepers, aquariums, museums and more.

Step 3: Use this PDF guide on how to get set up with on demand
recordings in your community, on your laptop, tablet or other multimedia
device.
● Getting Started with On Demand Recordings
Step 4: Review a few of the available listings on the next page and work
with your residents to see which presentations they would be interested
in learning about! Note this is just a sample of our library, find the rest
when registering!

2

Program

Details

What Is It About?

Name That
Tune:
Broadway.

You can find this
program here.

Laurie plays 3 clues to see if you can guess
the song before she reveals it. Once she
has given the clues, everyone is invited to
sing along!

Broadway
Commercials.

you can find this
program here.

In this activity, residents write and act out
a television commercial to advertise a real
or imaginary Broadway Production then
record and post on social media.

Trivia:
You can find this
broadway, first program here.
ladies,
baseball.

Join Eversound for a fun-filled game of
trivia! We feature 3 categories with 5
questions each. This episode’s categories
are Broadway, First Ladies, and Baseball.
Play with your Eversound headphones
together or physically distanced!
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BROADWAY!
“The most exciting acting tends to happen in roles you never
thought you could play.”
—John Lithgow
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“Broadway” Crossword – Answers pg. 21

5

Sudoku – Answers pg. 22
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Word Jumble – Famous Broadway Plays
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Reflections
What is your favourite broadway play?

Do you enjoy watching broadway plays?

Why is there so much value in broadway plays?

Who is your favorite broadway actor/ actress?

Share your thoughts on how Broadway can help people to express
themselves.
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Trivia!
1. In which Broadway musical does Jack sing "There are giants in the sky"?
a.
b.
c.
d.

Anyone Can Whistle
Wicked
A Little Night Music
Into The Woods

2. Which Broadway musical featured a helicopter on stage?
a. Bye Bye Birdie
b. South Pacific
c. Evita
d. Miss Saigon
3. Which pandemic plays an important role in the musical Rent?
a. Covid-19
b. Spanish Flu
c. HIV/AIDS
d. Bubonic Plague
4. What is the name of Annie’s dog in the musical Annie?
a. Rusty
b. Sandy
c. Gypsy
d. Betty
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5. What is the longest running musical in Broadway history?
a. The Lion King
b. Cats
c. Chicago
d. Phantom of the Opera
6. Which character in Hamilton sings “The Room Where it Happens”?
a. Alexander Hamilton
b. Thomas Jefferson
c. George Washington
d. Aaron Burr
7. Where does Sally Bowles perform in Cabaret?
a. Kit Kat Club
b. Europahaus
c. Moulin Rouge
d. Crazy Horse
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8. Why is Jean Valjean imprisoned in Les Miserables?
a. Supporting King Louis XVI
b. Stealing a loaf of bread
c. Killing Javert
d. Stealing the Bishop's silver
9. What kind of gambling operation does Nathan Detroit run in Guys and Dolls?
a. Black Jack
b. Poker
c. Craps
d. Horse Racing
10. Which dancer injures his knee in A Chorus Line?
a. Bobby
b. Mike
c. Paul
d. Zach
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The Roots of Broadway

It was back in 1750 when Thomas Kean
and Walter Murray opened their first
theatre on Nassau Street in New York City.
An audience of 280 watched actors
perform Shakespearian plays and operas.
John Gay’s “The Beggar’s Opera” was a
top-rated ballad opera at the time. The
shows stopped during the Revolutionary
War but started up again in 1798 in the
Park Theater.
The Park Theater was a grand success, with
2,000-seats! So, they built the Bowery Theater in 1826. Each theater seemed to
have more and more success, so more theaters popped up. A premier nightspot
was Niblo’s Garden, a theater at Prince and Broadway.
In the 1850s, the heart of Broadway was in Union Square and didn’t shift to Times
Square until 50 years later. Theater owners started seeking less expensive real
estate options, so they ended up in midtown.
The Black Crook, produced in 1866, was one of the first musicals. Five and a half
hours long, it ran for a record 474 performances.
It wasn’t until 1919 when standard contracts for all professional productions were
required, as stated by the Actors Equity Association.
The roaring ‘20s sparked new American Playwrights like John O’Neill, who wrote
plays like Beyond the Horizon, Anna Christie, The Hairy Ape, Strange Interlude, and
Mourning Becomes Electra. He brought drama to Broadway, paving the way for
other drama writers like Elmer Rice, Maxwell Anderson, Robert E. Sherwood,
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Tennessee Williams, and Arthur Miller. Drama opened up the venues for comedy
from writers like George S. Kaufman and Moss Hart.
Classical revivals were popular in the 1920s. Othello and Romeo and Juliet did well
in the booming economy as people frequented the theaters and the Broadway
scene flourished. The musicals in the roaring ‘20s borrowed from Vaudeville acts
with big stars, big dance routines and wildly popular songs. Showboat premiered in
1927 at the Ziegfeld Theater, which is still open to this day.
Not too many plays in the ‘30s exceeded 500 performances because of the Great
Depression. But one of the most successful was Cole Porter’s Anything Goes. In
1933, As Thousands Cheer opened as the first musical starring an African
American, Ethel Waters.
The ‘40s highlighted more hits from Cole Porter, Irving Berlin, Rodgers and Hart,
Weill and Gershwin. Many ran over 500 performances with the rebounding
economy. Broadway changed quickly as writers tied together many aspects of
musical theater. Interesting plots with captivating songs combined with dances and
well-developed characters. The quality of the writing improved enough that the
‘40s are called the Golden Age of Broadway.
After the Great Depression, in 1943, the Broadway show Oklahoma was a massive
hit with 2,212 performances. Many musicals were addressing the rise of Nazism in
World War II, with one of the most successful Lillian Hellman’s Watch on the Rhine
opening in 1941.
The Broadway shows in the ‘50s, ‘60s and ‘70s still are the core of Musical Theater
today. Shows like: Guys and Dolls, Peter Pan, A Tree Grows in Brooklyn, The Boy
Friend, My Fair Lady and the Music Man. The Boy Friend was Julie Andrews’
American debut.
West Side Story debuted in 1957, transporting Romeo and Juliet into a modern-day
New York City setting, converting the Montague and Capulet feuding families into
opposing gangs, the Jets and the Sharks. Leonard Bernstein wrote the music. The
lyrics are by Stephen Sondheim.
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The musical Hair sparked more spectacular rock musicals in the ‘70s like Jesus
Christ Superstar, Godspell, and The Rocky Horror Show. The ‘80s were filled with
mega-musicals and pop-operas using incredible special effects.
Other famous musicals include The Fantasticks (1960), A Chorus Line (1975),
Wicked (2003), The Phantom of the Opera (1986), Les Misérables (1985), Rent
(1994), and The Producers (2001).
Broadway forms an important industry supporting the economy of New York City.
Ticket sales grossed over $1.8 billion dollars with over 14 million patrons.
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Art Prompt

Want to draw outside the lines? Turn this page over and create your
own Broadway play!
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Matching Game! Broadway Plays and Writers
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Fun Broadway Facts
1. When the lights of Broadway were dimmed during WWI, public demand forced
the government to increase the city’s coal ration to restore the lights.
2. During the Dutch settlement in America, the Broadway street was called Brede
weg. The name Broadway is the literal English translation of the earlier known
Dutch name.
3. The box office revenues for Phantom of the Opera are higher than any film or
stage play in history, including Titanic, ET, Star Wars and Avatar.
4. Each actor playing the role of the Phantom gets a custom made mask. As of the
show’s 29-year Broadway run, 300 masks have been custom-made.
5. Chicago is based on a real-life 1924 Windy City murder case that was
transformed by reporter Maurine Watkins into a 1926 Broadway comedy.

6. Julie Taymor, the Director of The Lion King, became the first woman in
Broadway history to win the Tony Award for Best Director of a Musical.
7. Some of the songs from Hair's music score were in the Top 10 hits of the period
and a feature film adaptation was released in 1979.
8. Only Broadway theaters have been deemed eligible for the Tony Awards by the
American Theater Wing and the Broadway League
9. While the Coast of Utopia and The Producers bagged the awards, Hamilton has
received the maximum nominations ever received by a single production with
16 nominations in 13 categories.
10. The Genie in Aladdin, played by James Monroe Iglehart, has to shower twice
after each show in order to remove all the glitter.
11. Touted to be Broadway’s biggest success stories, Come From Away
premiered in November 2017 and is now playing in Gerald Schoenfeld Theatre.
12. Disney’s The Lion King is the first Broadway show to gross $1 billion dollars in
revenue.
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13. For the 2016-2017 season, total Broadway attendance reached 13,270,343
people, and the shows grossed $1,449,399,149.
14. Phantom of the Opera is the longest running Broadway show and 2018
marked its 30th anniversary.
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Categories
Name an item that fits in each category and starts with the corresponding
letter!
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play.
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Broadway
actor.
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famous
theatre.
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Broadway
song.
Name a movie
turned into a
Broadway
play.
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